Along with his wife, his children, grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren were his number one interest. He loved following all their
sports and extra curricular activities, which kept he and Delores hop-
ping. He modeled a strong work ethic for his family. Everyone who
knows Rex was aware of his love of trees, plants and gardening. He
would spend hours putting together jigsaw puzzles and completing
word search puzzles. Western movies, history in general and mili-
tary history specifically were of great interest to him. He was quite
the story teller, wgazm,am experiences of growing up during the
depression and his time in the national guard.

Preceding him in death were his parents, sister Phyllis Jordan and
brother Harry Pontious. He is survived by Delores, his wife of al-
most 67 years; his children Cheryl (Dan) Arend of Altamont, Illi-

*nois, Pam (Bill) Ditmars of Shenandoah, Paula (David) Brownlee of
Farragut, Randy (Deb) Pontious of Ankeny and Rusty Pontious of
Ft. Worth, Texas. Surviving grandchildren from the Kansas City
area include Jeff (Rebecca) Meyer, Julie (John) Aust, Sarah (JD)
Birkenholz and Mike (Christi) Ditmars and Lea Ditmars; Tim Mey-
er of Council Bluffs, Iowa;, Tara (Jeremy) Tompkins, Luke Ditmars,
and Abby (Jon) Weinrich all of Shenandoah; Andrew Brownlee,
Courtney (Tim) Pontious, and Katie Pontious of Des Moines/
Ankeny area. Great grandchildren include Ava and Nathan Meyer;
Matthew and Amelia Aust; Addie, Jackson, Ryder and Sutton Bir-
kenholz; Austin Foran, Jacob, Ryan and Aiden Ditmars; Hunter and
Max Tompkins; Aubrey and Cooper Weinrich, Cayden Pontious and
Kolby Pontious-Moore. In addition he is survived by his sisters
Arloa Bryant and Linda Pontious, both of Arkansas. Rex is also
survived by a sister-in-law Opal (Dick) Gibson of Twin Lakes, Io-
wa;, brothers- in-law Gerald Monk of Omaha, Nebraska and Lee
( Vicki) Monk of Salmon, Idaho.
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Neath the sun,
Neath the stars,
Neath the sky,

As we go,
This we know,

God is nigh.
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